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Preface

Within the field of  Tertullian studies, Aduersus Iudaeos is a much neglected 
text. In his book Ancient Rhetoric and the Art of  Tertullian, Robert Sider omit-
ted any analysis of  it because, as he stated elsewhere, the latter part of  that 
work was an addition probably by someone other than Tertullian and taken 
from the third book of  Aduersus Marcionem. Others have challenged that view 
of  the work, but none has supported their arguments with detailed reference 
to the classical theory of  rhetoric. The very method of  investigation Sider 
himself  used could fruitfully be employed in an examination of  Aduersus Iu-
daeos in order to make a contribution to the question of  the text’s integrity 
and authenticity. This is what I have done by providing an analysis of  Aduer-
sus Iudaeos according to the rules of  classical rhetoric with regard to its struc-
ture, its arguments, and its style.

A reading of  my bibliography reveals works from across the disciplines 
of  classical rhetoric, patristics, and Jewish-Christian relations. The method-
ology of  classical rhetoric is applied to a piece of  early Christian literature in 
order to determine its relevance to questions about the ongoing contact be-
tween two monotheistic faiths in late antiquity. Such a breadth of  research 
should widen the appeal of  what is a specialized study of  a single piece of  
literature.

The results of  this analysis indicate that whoever wrote the first part of  
the pamphlet (chapters 1 to 8) made sufficient comment about its structure to 
demonstrate that they planned to write on the topics that are found in the sec-
ond part (chapters 9 to 14). This suggests that the work was the responsibility 
of  one author. The position advanced by Säflund and Tränkle that Aduersus Iu-
daeos was written prior and not subsequent to Aduersus Marcionem is support-
ed here. Repetition of  material from one work to another does not imply the 
activity of  some unidentified copyist any more than it does the idea that Ter-
tullian himself  found it convenient to re-use material from one to the other.
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However, this does not mean that Aduersus Iudaeos is an outstanding piece 
of  writing. There are several signs, especially in the second half, that what has 
survived is only an early draft of  what is probably an unrevised essay. Some 
material is long-winded, out of  place, peripheral to the main argument, or 
even repeated. Even though the work is incomplete, one can see where Ter-
tullian was heading and how classical rhetoric was crucial to his thinking.

With the controversy about its authorship, this work has not played its 
proper part in the scholarly debate about the relationship between Judaism 
and Christianity in the centuries following Titus’s capture of  Jerusalem. Al-
though those who have taken some interest in this work would conclude that 
it provides no information about interaction between Jews and Christians in 
Carthage at the end of  the second century, the position I advance is that how 
and what one interpreted in the Hebrew Scriptures was the ongoing issue be-
tween them, just as it had been for the first followers of  Jesus. The attempt 
by scholars to say that an anti-Judaic pamphlet was either for Jews to read 
and a sign of  real contact, or for Christians to read and a sign of  no contact 
is too limiting. A rhetorical interpretation supports the notion, I believe, that 
an author could have several objectives and readers in mind simultaneously.

My research on this pamphlet has been conducted in a series of  published 
articles, in my doctoral dissertation, which was submitted at Australian Cath-
olic University in 1999, and in the only English translation of  the pamphlet to 
appear since the middle of  the nineteenth century. The present volume is a 
revision of  the doctoral dissertation. Further reflection upon Tertullian’s text 
over the past five years, particularly in the light of  the translation work, has 
enabled me to revise some of  the points in the dissertation and to refine my 
presentation. The German translation by Regina Hauses in Fontes Christiani 
appeared too late for me to use in this volume.

I am grateful to my supervisor, Professor Pauline Allen, FAHA, director 
of  the Centre for Early Christian Studies, Australian Catholic University, and 
to my associate supervisor, Rev. Dr. David Rankin, from Trinity Theological 
College, Brisbane. They offered me support and encouragement, judicious 
advice, a critical eye, and an unfailing commitment to scholarship of  the 
highest level during the writing of  the dissertation. My gratitude extends to 
my examiners—Professor Graeme Clarke of  Australian National University; 
Dr. James Carleton Paget, Peterhouse, Cambridge; and Professor Robert Sid-
er—and indeed to the editors and anonymous readers of  the various journals 
in which my articles have appeared, for their valuable insights and sugges-
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tions for improvement. I am also grateful to those who read the various ver-
sions of  this volume. Their comments were always insightful and often chal-
lenging. Even where I thought they missed my point, they helped me realize 
that I had not expressed my point clearly enough in the first place. Of  course, 
whatever remains unclear is entirely my own fault. Professor Philip Rousseau, 
the director of  the Center for the Study of  Early Christianity at the Catholic 
University of  America and the series editor, has been an encouraging friend 
and helpful advisor. My thanks go also to those at the Catholic University of  
America Press who have assisted in turning this typescript into a published 
reality. Finally, I wish to thank all my colleagues at the Centre for Early Chris-
tian Studies, Australian Catholic University, who have provided the stimulat-
ing and collaborative environment in which my research takes place.
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